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Today’s topics – or to put it another way!

Equine influenza vaccine shortage –
vaccination catches an autumn cold!

Equine influenza virus activity – buy 
one get one free at the sales! 

West Nile virus (WNV) – catching a 
ride to the UK!



EI vaccine shortage

August 2022 – technology upgrade problem restricted 
Boehringer Ingelheim (BI) accessing its ProteqFlu stocks    
& leading to a Europe-wide shortage

BI pledged resumption of supply by end of October 2022

The challenge – balancing use of limited vaccine stocks to 
both maintain protection against disease whilst avoiding 
excessive lapses in competition EI vaccine protocols   



The efforts that were made….

BEVA risk-based framework for extending booster intervals

 FAQs, decision tree tool, online webinar, video updates etc

Sporting bodies temporarily amended vaccine protocols

BHA, FEI, British Equestrian…..

VMD permitted & vet practices facilitated transfer                
of EI vaccines between practices

Corporate practices consulted & contributed

VMD granted special import certificates for                  
combined EI/EHV vaccine from USA 



Where we are now….

ProteqFlu came back into stock w/c 7 November 2022 
with a further delivery due in January 2023

Some care required as ProteqFlu-Te more limited

Imported Vetera 2XP still available from wholesalers 
through a special import certificate (SIC)

Read all about it!

EVJ Editorial



But EI is not an issue in 2022 is it?



UK EI outbreaks since 27 October….

16 EI outbreaks in UK between 27 Oct & 14 Nov 2022

6 outbreaks linked to Shetland pony sale at Worcester 
Livestock Market between 16-18 October 2022 

2 others confirmed but without consent to report

7 outbreaks linked to recent imports from Ireland, many 
linked to a Sports horse sale between 26-28 October 2022

3 other outbreaks – 1x recent arrival, 1x import from 
Europe & 1x horse bought at non-specified sale

All unvaccinated or lapsed vaccinated animals



WNV Europe 2022

Map from ECDC 
for WNV in EU 
in 2022



WNV confirmed in UK….

Unvaccinated 7-year-old Warmblood mare with 
clinical neurological signs

Attended Sunshine Tour event in southern Spain for 
several weeks in October 2022

Signs first noted during return to UK & then admitted 
to veterinary hospital in Hertfordshire, England

EHV-1 excluded & WNV confirmed by positive IgM 
ELISA by APHA on 6 November 2022

 Important to note there was no risk from this horse to 
other horses, humans or mosquito vectors



Reported by EIDS via ICC & TellTail

• Email is at equinesurveillance@gmail.com & ask to 
subscribe to receive reports

• Almost daily (working week) emails sent to subscriber 
list if disease reports are available that day

• Emails contains a table of reports
• Condition – Date – Country – Region – Link to report

mailto:equinesurveillance@gmail.com
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