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Annual UK EI activity 2014-2018 

• Declining no. of outbreaks/year 
since recent peak in 2014 
• 2014:   31 outbreaks 

• 2015:   21 outbreaks 

• 2016:   7 outbreaks 

• 2017:   5 outbreaks 

• 2018: 2 outbreaks (838 samples) 

• All Florida Clade 2 viruses 
between 2010 & 2017  
• Evidence of continuous FC2 

circulation in UK since large 
outbreaks in 2003 (Nkt/5/03) 
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• Confirmed as 
Florida Clade 1 
viruses 



A different EI picture 
emerging in 2019 

• Increased UK activity in 2019 
cf. 2018 

• Increased European activity 
• Paillot et al., Vet Record letter, 

17th January 2019: FL clade 1 

• BHA Vet Committee were  
alerted 24th January 2019 
• Recommended 6 month boosting 

• Vaccinated horses with EI  
• In EU prior to GB, incl. Ireland 

• In GB on 4th Feb 2019 

 

 
 

 



Decision time for British Racing 



Summarising EI in UK in 2019 

• 109 outbreaks confirmed to 5th June 2019 
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• “Has that horse flu thing gone 
away now?” 

• “Do I really still need to be 
vaccinating every six months?” 

• “We don’t still need to vaccinate 
to go to shows do we?” 
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109 UK EI outbreaks in 2019 up to 5th June 
• Mainly England affected, involving many counties 

• 17 involve vaccinated horses; all 3 vaccines involved 

• Signs milder in vaccinated animals – a few very sick/fatal 
cases reported among unvaccinated animals 

• Only 4 involve Thoroughbreds; 2 pre-training; 2 in-training 

• Many linked to new arrivals, some from other EU 
countries; usually unvaccinated or history unknown 

• Some linked to mixing e.g. through hunts in winter months, 
shows & events involved more recently 

• Some large unvaccinated groups affected 

• Airborne spread over distance suspected in some 
outbreaks in unvaccinated groups   
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What do we need to do now…? 

• Re-raise awareness that EI still here! 
• And could cause worse problems yet 

• Simple messages missed or ignored 
by horse owners/event organisers? 

• Vaccinate: start & maintain 

• Isolate: incoming new/returning 

• Communicate: be responsible 

• Investigate: suspect cases & 
precautions being taken by events 

• Mitigate: risk assess & take 
precautions   

 



Learnings from this outbreak 
– realising benefits from….. 

Optimising vaccination in 
the future 
• Harmonising vaccination rules 

as too many & are confusing 

• Scientific-based new rules 
proposed but do need flexibility 
• V1-V2: 21-56 days? 

• V2-V3: 120-185 days? 

• V4+:   6 monthly? 

• Not within 5dd of competition  

• Small concession windows to 
avoid need for starting new course? 
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